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NORTH  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Sanitary  Inspector  for  1952 


Chairman  :  Mr.  W.  E.  Young,  Branston. 


Vice-Chairman  :  Mr.  G.  W.  Hutson,  North  Hykeham,  Lincoln. 
Treasurer :  National  Provincial  Bank  Limited,  Lincoln. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  Dr.  W.  SHARRARD,  The  Avenue,  Lincoln. 
Clerk.  &  Chief  Financial  Officer  :  Mr.  F.  Foster, 

Deputy  Financial  Officer  :  Mr.  T.  L.  Hill. 

Deputy  Clerk  :  Mr.  William  EpTON  ( Legal  Adviser )  Solicitor,  Lincoln 


Rating  and  Valuation  Officer  &  Housing 
Tenancy  Manager.  Mr.  A.  Elkington, 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

Mr.  J.  Chadwick, 

Deputy  Surveyor  :  Mr.  J.  Freeman 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

Mr.  J.  L.  McFall 
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Council  Offices  : 

31  Clasketgate,  Lincoln, 

Telephone  No.  8617. 
Surveyors  —  10095 
Pumping  Station,  Waneham  Bridge 
Metheringham. 

Telephone  No.  230. 


The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  act  as  ex-officio  members  of  all  Committees  and 
Sub-Committees  of  the  Council  (except  the  Rating  Committee). 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen. 

As  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my 
report  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  your  District  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1932. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (acres)  •••  •  ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  102,178 

Population  1951  •  ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  31,330 

1932  31,740 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1921  •  ••  •  ••  ...  3,825 

1951  6,930 

1952  7,026 

Temporary  Dwellings  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  263 

Caravans  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  104 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  1921  ...  4,301 

1931  ...  4,931 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  1952)...  £112,884  (+  11,995) 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  •••  £463  (+  24) 


The  usual  agricultural  pursuits  were  carried  on  in  the  District,  as 
also  Crop  drying,  Flax  manufacture  and  Pest  Control,  and  a  large 
Malleable  Iron  Works  at  North  Hykeham  ;  the  two  latter  have  markedly 
enlarged  in  recent  times. 
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VITAL 

STATISTICS 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  451 

246 

205 

Birth  Rate  14*9 

(15*45) 

Illegitimate  22 

8 

14 

Still  Births — Legitimate  1 0 

6 

4 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

Illegitimate  0 

0 

0 

Total  Births  20*7 

(10-2) 

Deaths  ...  •••  265 

145 

120  Death  Rate  8*35(9*99) 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  >  from  sepsis  0 

of,  childbirth  ...  ...  ...  . . .  •  from  other  causes 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  : — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

5 

3 

2 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

12 

7 

5 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

Illegitimate 

0 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births — Total  26*6  (29*8) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  •••  •••  0 

Diphtheria  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ...  0 

Pneumonia  was  accountable  for  3*4%  of  the  deaths.  Cancer  17*7% 

(11*5) 

Heart  Disease  32"  1%.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory,  1  "5%  (L9). 

Influenza  0  (2'6).  Cancer  of  Lung  2*7%.  Strokes,  etc.,  154. 

Infantile  mortality  is  below  that  for  England  and  Wales,  and  much 
better  than  that  of  the  160  Great  Towns. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  of  the  HEALTH  SERVICES  in  the  AREA 

These  are  substantially  the  same  as  in  the  year  previous.  Integra¬ 
tion  of  the  service  continues  strongly  but  surely. 

Beds,  however,  though  more  m  number,  still  are  scarce,  and  the 
demand  for  same  clamant. 

The  elderly  sick  and  the  not-so-sick  are  still  urgent  problems 
which  will  get  worse,  not  better. 

The  ambulance  service  is  both  efficient  and  well  used,  but  very 
economical  use  must  be  maintained  by  constant  vigilance  of  doctors 
and  administrators. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Salvage — The  following  has  been  collected  and  disposed  of  by  the 
Council  during  the  year  under  the  control  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

TONS  CWTS.  QRS. 

Iron  and  other  Metal  10  1  1 

Total  Value,  £32  19s.  Id. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Civil  Defence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  343 

Horses  inspected  •••  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  432 

Food  Preparing  Premises  •••  •••  ...  ...  ...  33 

Drains  Tested  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  ...  200 

Housing  Inspection  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  103 

Knackers  Yard  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  ...  ...  4 

Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  100 

Rodent  Control  •••  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  3 

Inspections  on  Complaint  •  •  •  ...  ...  ...  ...  171 

Inspections  re  Nuisances  •••  •••  •••  ...  ...  48 

Other  Inspections  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ...  292 

Inspections  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  ...  130 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Milk  Samples  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  21 

Infectious  Diseases  •••  •••  •••  •••  ...  •••  106 

Housing  Disinfected  •••  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  7 

Water  Samples  taken  ...  •••  •••  ...  •••  ...  62 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Sewer  Dykes  ...  •••  .••  •••  •••  •••  •••  39 

Visits  re  Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  367 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  re  Repairs  •••  ...  •••  ...  1096 

Sewage  Works  —  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  142 

Houses  m  Course  of  Erection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  189 

Scavenging  •  •  •  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  152 

Civil  Building  Control  ...  •••  •••  ...  •••  •••  54 

Visits  to  Housing  Sites  ...  •••  •••  •••  ...  •••  1082 

Factories  Inspected  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  18 

Petroleum  Acts  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ...  15 

Sewers  ...  •  •  •  ...  •  •  ■  •  •  •  •  •  >  •  •  •  ■  •  •  113 

Salvage  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • .  60 

Rag  Flock  Act  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


BYELAWS— FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

The  existence  of  these  byelaws  has  assisted  in  ensuring  the  hygenic 
handling  of  food.  No  serious  contravention  was  found  but  warning 
notices  were  served  in  two  cases. 


Food  Condemned 

TONS  CWTS. 

QRS. 

LBS. 

ozs. 

Beef 

—  3 

2 

26 

0 

Horseflesh 

-  19 

1 

14 

0 

Horseflesh  Offals 

-  9 

1 

0 

0 

Tinned  Damsons 

. . .  —  — 

— 

1 

0 

Tinned  Liver  ••• 

—  — 

— 

— 

12 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

—  — 

— 

14 

9 

Tinned  Blackcurrants 

. . .  —  — 

— 

4 

0 

Tinned  Orange  Juice  ••• 

—  — 

— 

1 

4 

Mutton 

—  — 

2 

24 

0 

Pork  Offal  . 

f  *  * 

1 

1 

0 

6 


Housing  Generally 

Since  the  end  of  the  War  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council 
have  had  tenders  approved  for  the  erection  of  630  permanent  houses. 
310  houses  have  been  completed  and  of  these  82  traditional  houses  were 
completed  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  the  year  42  traditional  houses 
were  under  construction. 

14  houses  were  completed  by  private  builders  during  the  year,  making 
total  of  182  completed  since  the  war.  31  private  dwellings  were  under 
construction  at  the  year  end. 


Direct  Services  Pillar  Fountains 

No.  of  Popl’n  No.  of  Popl'n 
Properties  served  served  Properties  served  served 

Detailed  Water  Supply. 


Aubourn,  Haddington  and  South 


Hykeham 

... 

153 

523 

19 

63 

Bassingham  ... 

132 

472 

12 

37 

Beckingham 

54 

183 

27 

83 

Boothby  Graffoe 

41 

138 

— 

— 

Bracebridge  Heath  ... 

397 

1162 

— 

— 

Branston  and  Mere  ... 

344 

1209 

96 

378 

Brant  Broughton  and  Stragglethorpe 

134 

421 

33 

142 

Canwick 

72 

245 

— 

— 

Carlton-le-Moorland 

41 

135 

16 

57 

Coleby 

96 

362 

25 

87 

Doddington  and  Whisby  ... 

60 

200 

— 

— 

Dunston 

64 

224 

58 

201 

Eagle  and  Swinethorpe 

95 

337 

— 

— — 

Harmston 

54 

182 

25 

72 

Heighington 

185 

626 

46 

160 

Leadenham  ... 

101 

345 

5 

21 

Metheringham 

239 

836 

124 

427 

Navenby  (includes  Skinnand) 

126 

439 

45 

152 

Nocton 

38 

131 

17 

59 

North  Hykeham 

934 

3092 

— 

- , 

North  Scarle... 

43 

152 

— 

— 

Norton  Disney 

20 

71 

10 

35 

Potterhanworth 

57 

200 

20 

66 

Skellingthorpe 

466 

1504 

— 

— 

Stapleford 

14 

49 

19 

67 

Swinderby 

Thorpe-on-the-Hill  (includes 

70 

248 

• - 

• - 

Morton) 

72 

257 

— 

— _ 

Thurlby 

14 

51 

6 

24 

Waddington 

308 

1045 

103 

350 

Washingborough 

176 

619 

69 

238 

Welbourn  . 

199 

333 

28 

96 

Wellingore 

84 

285 

29 

95 
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Samples  taken  from  Public  Supplies  in  1952 

Nature  of  Sample  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Total 

Chemical  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • .  •  •  •  1  —  1 

Bacteriological  ...  ...  ...  47  3  50 

All  the  samples  taken  at  Mether ingham  from  the  source  of  supply 
for  the  Regional  Scheme  were  satisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  samples 
were  from  the  Potterhanworth  Village  supply  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
others  have  been  satisfactory. 


Scavenging 

Refuse  is  collected  in  all  our  Parishes.  21  Parishes  are  by  contract 
and  the  remaining  1 1  by  direct  labour. 

Cesspools  to  private  houses  are  emptied  free  at  intervals  of  not  less 
than  twelve  months.  At  other  times,  and  in  the  case  of  premises,  other 
than  private  houses,  a  charge  of  30s.  is  made. 

Privy  pail  closets  are  emptied  free  in  the  parishes  of  North  Hykeham 
and  Waddington.  Privy  vaults  are  emptied  at  a  charge  according  to 
the  time  taken  . 

The  delivery  of  a  second  cesspool  empting  vehicle  in  June,  1952, 
enabled  the  long  waiting  list  for  this  service  to  be  gradually  reduced. 


Sewerage  Schemes 

The  schemes  for  North  Hykeham  and  Waddington  are  proceeding 
satisfactorily.  Most  of  the  sewers  have  been  laid  and  a  substantial  part 
of  the  sewage  disposal  works  completed  and  it  hoped  to  have  part  of  the 
scheme  in  operation  during  1953.  ... 

No  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  schemes  for 
Branston,  Heighington  and  Washingborough  and  Metheringham. 


Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act,  1936 

29  Preliminary  Notices  have  been  served  during  the  year,  12 
Statutory  Notices  have  been  served  and  8  have  been  complied  with  by 
the  Owners. 

The  Council  have  carried  out  repairs  to  one  cottage,  in  default  of  the 
owner,  to  the  amount  of  £4  17s.  Od. 

3,459  inspections  have  been  made  in  the  District  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis  (New  Cases  in  1952 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Totals  .  19  12 

Deaths  •••  •••  3 


Non-Pulmonary 
M  F. 

9  1 

2  0 


»  •  • 
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DISEASES 

TOTAL 

CASES 

NOTIFIED 

CASES 

ADMITTED 

TO  HOSPITAL 

TOTAL 

DEATHS 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (Paratyphoid)  . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  . 

2 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

10 

1 

9 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis  . 

! 

(1  Paralytic) 

" 

" 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

13 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

26 

2 

— 

Dysentery  . 

10 

10 

— 

Malaria  (r) . 

r ' 

'  "  1 ' 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1938 

1 .  — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspection  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 

Number  on  Register,  84  ;  Number  of  Inspections,  19. 

2.  — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : — 

Found,  2  ;  Remedied,  2  ;  Referred  by  H.M.  Inspector,  0. 

1  Want  of  cleanliness. 

2.  No  separate  sanitary  conveniences  for  sexes. 


GENERAL  REMARKS 

Diphtheria 

The  remarkable  freedom  from  this  dread  disease  is  one  of  the  high¬ 
lights  of  the  present  age.  Its  absence  is  in  great  measure  due  to  the 
immunisation  of  young  children.  The  danger  that  must  always  be  kept 
in  our  mind  is  that  as  nobody  has  seen  a  case  recently  therefore  it  can  be 
presumed  not  to  exist.  This  danger  can  only  be  met  by  attention  to  the 
immunisation  of  every  child  before  it  is  a  year  old. 

Scarlet  Fever 

This  erstwhile  killer-disease  is  also  thanks  to  the  use  of  the  sulpha 
drugs  and  penicillin  fast  receding  into  the  background.  As  a  result 
many  cases  of  heart  disease  and  nephritis  have  been  prevented.  As  both 
these  diseases  were  fairly  common  and  very  crippling  in  the  past  many 
more  people  can  look  forward  to  a  happier  working  life  and  enjoyment 
thereof. 
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Whooping  Cough 

This  very  trying  and  dangerous  disease  is  becoming  much  more 
amenable  to  treatment  by  the  modern  drugs  and  antibiotics.  The 
prevention  of  the  incidence,  however,  as  distinct  from  treatment,  is 
dependent  on  immunisation.  This  has  been  the  objective  of  many 
scientists  and  doctors.  Certainly  fair  results  have  been  obtained,  but 
the  elusive  germ  of  pertussis  has  not  yet  been  fully  conquered,  and  one 
looks  forward  to  the  time  when  the  vaccine  is  as  potent  as  that  against 
Diphtheria. 

Measles 

Again  we  have  to  record  great  progress  against  a  former  killer-disease. 
With  the  sulpha  drugs  and  penicillin  we  can  avert  the  trying  and 
dangerous  complications  of  this  disease  namely  :  Otitis  Media  and  Broncho¬ 
pneumonia. 

Tuberculosis 

With  the  advent  of  mass  and  general  radiography  coupled  with 
better  housing  and  most  of  all  adequate  feeding,  this  disease  is  being 
slowly  but  definitely  conquered.  The  use  of  D.C.G.  vaccine  amongst 
nurses  and  doctors  who  have  to  deal  with  such  cases  and  amongst  those 
susceptible  to  tuberculosis  will  still  further  reduce  its  incidence. 

Influenza 

We  had  no  deaths  from  this  dangerous  and  infectious  disease,  again 
thanks  to  the  armamentarium  available  to  ail  medical  men  today,  and  to 
the  work  of  the  back-room  boys  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  and 
similar  bodies  who  are  constantly  watching  for  the  first  signs  of  outbreak 
of  say  Virus  A  or  Virus  B  Influenza  with  appropriate  steps  to  counter 
same. 

Cancer 

Here  you  have  one  of  the  stubborn  facts  of  existence  to  deal  with. 
Much  research  is  being  done  and  many  lives  are  being  lengthened  and 
made  much  more  comfortable,  but  the  toll  still  mounts. 

Heart  Disease  and  Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

With  all  the  advances  made  to  counter  the  once  catastrophic  infectious 
diseases  leading  to  the  marked  advance  of  the  prospective  longevity  of 
every  individual  up  to  say  75  years  for  a  male  and  78  years  for  a  female, 
or  18  years  more  than  40  years  ago,  we  still  have  the  effect  of  wear-and- 
tear  on  the  vascular  system  of  the  human  being.  These  diseases  and  their 
co-related  ones  account  for  nearly  half  of  the  deaths  and  for  much  of  the 
worrying  side  of  man  s  later  years. 

They  set  problems  moreover  for  the  statesmen,  economist  and 
sociologist  as  well  as  for  the  doctor.  Man  must  work  to  fulfil  himself 
and  be  happy  in  the  doing  thereof.  So  the  problems  of  retirement, 
employment  and  health  are  all  posed  by  our  progress  in  medical  science 
and  art. 


■/: 
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Housing 

We  have  in  March  celebrated  the  completion  of  our  thousandth 
Council  House — a  truly  wonderful  achievement — and  duly  and  happily 
celebrated  by  the  whole  Council  and  Staff  at  the  kind  invitation  of  our 
Chairman,  Mr.  Young,  at  the  Village  Hall,  Heighington,  after  a  cere¬ 
monial  opening  of  the  1 ,000th  house.  The  progress  made  in  thirty  odd 
years  is  astonishing  so  that  now  one  in  seven  of  the  houses  in  our  district 
belongs  to  the  Council.  Now  we  are  catching  up  with  arrears  of  housing 
we  must  try  to  help  the  hard  pressed  owner  of  houses  let  at  ridiculously 
low  rents  which,  if  used  entirely,  would  not  keep  pace  with  the  cost  of 
repairs  today,  and  thus  allows  the  deterioration  into  near-slums  of 
property  which  should  never  have  had  to  become  so.  It  would  be 
utterly  unjust  to  condemn  such  properties  (without  compensation  that  is) 
and  yet  this  could  well  happen  under  existing  sanitary  law.  There  is 
great  need  for  some  adjustment  of  rent-restriction  in  this  regard,  with  some 
proviso  that  extra  rent  should  be  ear-marked  for  repairs  and  thus  housing- 
units  could  be  conserved  for  the  cornmuity. 

Water 

The  only  improvement  we  can  make  is  to  ensure  that  all  possible 
properties  are  connected  to  the  main. 

Sewerage 

The  scheme  for  North  Hykeham  and  Waddington  proceeds  apace 
and  part  will  be  working  at  an  early  date.  Another  milestone  is  being 
passed  and  the  status  of  this  District  is  rising  all  the  time.  As  time  goes 
on  and  financial  stringency  is  eased  we  can  hope  to  see  some  of 
our  other  dreams  come  true.  The  town  has  come  to  the  countryside 
and  I  trust  the  people  will  remain  there  and  not  trek  to  the  towns  as 
in  the  past. 

In  conclusion,  I  once  more  wish  to  give  a  sincere  thank-you  to 
Mr.  Chadwick  and  his  Staff  for  all  their  work  and  keenness  in  keeping 
our  District  amongst  the  leaders. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SHARRARD. 


APPENDIX  L 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M.  F. 

1  Tuberculosis, 

respiratory  ...  ...  3  1 

2  Tuberculosis,  other  ...  2  - 

3  Syphilitic  disease  ...  -  - 

4  Diphtheria  ...  ...  -  - 

5  Whooping  cough  ...  -  - 

6  Meningococcal 

infections  ...  ...  -  - 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis  ■  •  •  -  - 

8  Measles  ...  ...  -  - 

9  Other  infective  and 

parasitic  diseases  ...  1  - 

10  Malignant  neoplasm, 

stomach  ...  ...  3  1 

1 1  Malignant  neoplasm, 

lung,  bronchus  ...  6  1 

1 2  Malignant  neoplasm, 

breast  ...  ...  -  6 

1 3  Malignant  neoplasm, 

uterus-  •  •  ...  ...  -  2 

14  Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasms  15  11 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaerma  -  - 

16  Diabetes  •••  •••  1  1 

17  Vascular  lesions  of 

nervous  system  ...  18  22 

1 8  Coronary  disease, 

angina  ...  21  14 


M.  F. 

19  Hypertension  with 

heart  disease  ...  2  f 

20  Other  heart  disease  ...22  25 

21  Other  circulatory  disease  1  5 

22  Influenza  ...  ...  -  - 

22  Pneumonia  ...  ...  7  2 

24  Bronchitis  ...  ...  6  6 

25  Other  diseases  of  res¬ 

piratory  system  ...  1  ! 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum  ...  ...  1  - 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

diarrhoea  ...  ...  1  1 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1  2 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  3 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

abortion  ...  ...  -  ! 

31  Congenital  malforma¬ 

tions  ...  ...  ...  1  I 

32  Other  defined  and  ill- 

defined  diseases  ...  9  15 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  9  1 

34  All  other  accidents  ...  8  - 

35  Suicide-..  ...  ...  1 

36  Homicide  and  opera¬ 

tions  of  war  •••  ...  -  - 


All 


causes 


145  120 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  : — Total 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Live  Births — 

I  otal 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Stillbirths — I  otal 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Population 
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